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books. 


The Carved Box, by Norley Chester (Black, e and Son). This is a 
story from Switzerland. Boys of seven and eight would dearly like to read 
it the style is simple and clear, and the subject would interest all b 0ys 
How Pierre carved a box for the Lord Jesus, and then bravely sold it to 
prevent his father’s old horse being sold when the family were i n deep 
poverty, must be left to children to read for themselves. 

My Book of Travel Stories, zs. (Edward Arnold). This book and the 
two following belong to a charming series of Juvenile Books, each 
plentifully illustrated and written in simple language. This contains 
narratives and descriptions of places, people, and customs of different 
countries. Among other subjects we find is the great wall of China, the 
capital of Iceland, an Indian’s weapons, a visit to the Pyramids. Bayard 
Taylor and other known writers have written the accounts of their visits. 
A most useful book. 

My Book of the Sea , 2s. This belongs also to the above series, and 
contains graphic and delightful accounts of lifeboats, lighthouses, Grace 
Darling, the fate of Henry Hudson, the Spanish Armada, and many other 
thrilling and fascinating tales of the sea. 

My Book of Adventures , 2s. This is an attractive gift book for a boy. 
The account of the brave mother who rescued her boy from an eagle's 
nest, of the engineer who saved a train full of passengers by showing 
presence of mind, of a boy who saved his sister in a flood, is graphically 
described # in the simplest language. 

Ihe print is clear and good in all these books. 

[Several notices of interesting books must be left over till January, 
owing to want of space.] 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspon den ts . ] 

Dear Editor, — I should be glad of advice on the subject of children’s 
handwriting. I find that if I require all written work to be really beautifully 
done, either more time is needed for the work, or less work can be done in 
the given time than under usual circumstances. Is it wise to insist on 
s exercises being faultlessly written ? Is it not sacrificing the subject to the 
writing, and making every exercise a writing lesson ? On the other hand, 
do not quickly, carelessly written exercises spoil the hand ? I should be 
glad to hear what mothers, with more experience than I have had, think on 
the subject. I should also be much obliged for a list of easy music, about 
the difficulty of Schumann’s Melody No. i in the Children’s Album, and 
dementi’s first sonata. I want quite short pieces, by good modern com- 
posers, such as Scharwenka and Moskowski, and I think possibly some of 
your readers could help me in this. Yours truly, H. de F. 

I have The Musician , J. Ridley Prentice, where there is a list. 

Dear Editor, — The following lines taken from the letter of an Italian 
lady whom Professor Max Muller referred to me will show you how the 

Cry of the children ” is being echoed in other lands : — 

“ You will forgive my questions, but it is just about children especially 
that 1 make my studies, so all that is written about them does interest me 
very much. I am asking young mothers their notes and impressions about 
their babies ; I am quoting myself all concerns my three young ones, and 
I am also praying mothers and heads of colleges of every possible 
countries to try to obtain by young girls or boys some pages, very genuine 
of memories of their young life, of their childhood. I have already 
obtained very interesting pages by young Americans, and am waiting 
from other countries. It is not always easy to obtain a complete journal 
of life as that of my little Mary, now eight years old, and begun a year 
ago, but when I succeed I am reward of all. I am seeking for a girl 
or a boy travelling on sea, and notwithstanding desirous and healthy 
enough (*.*., not sea sick?) to write at least some day of week her or 
his impressions. Could you interest yourself to my work, and find in 
. . some good and strong willing mother or teacher who would be so 

good to help me ? Or would you at least send me some addresses of 
institutions that I may write directly?” Surely P.N.E.U. will exactly 
meet this anxious mother’s needs, and we must send her at once Borne 
Education , and Miss Mason’s splendid explanation of P.N.E.T. 
Principles in the August Parents' Review , which really ought to be 
re-printed as a leaflet. Your truly, E A. 

“ Dalmorton House,” New Brighton, Cheshire, 

Oct. 1 8th, 1894. 

Dear Editor,— May I be permitted, as one of your readers, to offer 
some criticism on the note appended to “ My Grandmother’s Daughters, 
in your last issue ? 

The point in question is, how Kitty’s mother is to train her in tidiness, 
and we are told that an enlightened mother will give herself up to this one 
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duty for a month. Surely the mother who can do this, must be a p erson 
who has singularly little to do. During the said month, what is to become 
of her ordinary duties to her husband and her other children ? Perhaps 
she is in the habit, too, of practising, or reading, or teaching, or painting 
an hour or two daily She has, we may suppose, social calls on her time ; 
she is on certain philanthropic committees it may be, but now everythin^ 
must go to the winds— except Kitty, and teaching her to be tidy ! 

Could any suggestion be more unpractical to the ordinary mother ? It j s 
as some of us know, one of a mother’s chief difficulties, that she cannot 
dare not devote her energies exclusively for any length of time to any one' 
part of her little kingdom ; such absorption would only mean neglect and 
confusion elsewhere. She must hold many threads in hand ; she must find 
room in her heart for many and various interests. Each day it is not one 
absorbing duty, but a multiplicity of claims that await her, not one of 
which, perhaps, she may disallow. 

Lest I should be accused of exaggeration, let me quote the illustration 
given in the note I have referred to. “ If Kitty had the measles her 
mother would give herself up to nursing ; she will look upon this as a 
moral measles, and devote herself to Kitty’s cure.” 

‘‘No ma’am, missis is not seeing any one till the end of this month- 
she’s teaching Miss Kitty to keep her drawers in order,” would perhaps 
hardly be considered a satisfactory reply by any, except a P.N.E.U. caller. 

Spasmodic efforts of this sort seem to me unnatural, nor can I believe in 
such a “ royal road ” to tidiness, or any other virtue. 

We talk and think so much, in these days, of training and moulding our 
C J n r^ We are P erha PS in danger of forgetting another aspect of the 
r. laracter, after all, has to grow, and no parent can bestow growth. 

suitpH t ma ' nta * n ' n the home the atmosphere, the conditions best 

Drocess 16 CV f °P ment we w ' 5 h to see ; but if we attempt to hasten the 
the solid h ^ r °' U \ y ^artificial forcing, we shall certainly sacrifice either 
rwe at 1 °i ? e healthy baIance of character. Amy M. Smith. 

(а) That nn^ H ? iece ve ^ rs - Smith’s letter. Does she not assume 

( б ) That the tut v- intelIectual habit is so important as ‘ Measles.’ 

orderh do.nts I' P P ° Ssibl y be P^t and occupied in 

ttt'andS Th en t H ' m ° ther " empl0yed d «ring this month of treat- 
and all engrossing w hp S mattCr ° f train ing habits would be continual 

or two bad habits which should h* 1 ^ SP ° iled ty JUSt °” e 

The cure of h=A ', h , d ave been cured in childhood, 
than is necessarilv • t ltS sbou ] d be done elfectually, in far less time 
plaints. Mothers ant 6 ” ta nurs * n £ most children through childish corn- 
mind to some new thirt^t i' V f fy c ^ ever * n devoting the energies of their 
We w“S 1 llC tHey kCep the accustomed things going. 

the method of this growth’ thT^ that character has to grow. It is 
necessarily like WnrH , , lat ls ln Question. Character does not 
There am ^ m ° Ve a,to ^ th er if it move at all ! 

health, both to be maL* S ^ eaeral Physical health and general moral 
some conditions. The'* 1 ,' n a £°°d atmosphere and under whole- 
moral ailments, both o/lwt & S ° SUCh thin gs as physical ailments and 
’ h ° f Wh,ch re quire direct treatment.-Eo.] 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


Chairman of Committee: Dr. A. T. Schofield. Vice-Chairman : 
Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq., M.A. Hon . Org . Sec. : Henry Perrin, Esq. 
Secretary : Miss Paterson. Pamphlets giving full particulars of the work 

of the Union, and the Parents' Review (6 d. monthly), the organ of the 
Society, may be obtained from the Secretary, 28, Victoria Street, S.W., 
to whom all subscriptions and communications should be sent. 

Central (Belgravia) Branch. — The first Lecture of the session 
was given by Miss Taylor, on Nov. 8th, at 33, Cavendish Square (by the 
kindness of Mrs. Symes Thompson), Subject, ‘‘The Ethics of Beauty.” 
Rev. J H. Ellison in the chair. 

On Dec. 4th, a Lecture will be delivered by Miss Shackleton, on “The 
Study of Natural History as a means to moral and mental development.” 

A course of Lectures has been arranged to be given (by the kindness of 
Mrs. Cockburn) at 39, Elvaston Place, S.W., by Miss Cochrane, of the 
Ottawa Normal Kindergarten College, on “ Kindergarten Methods. 3 - 3 °- 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, “The Art or Science of Nursery Story-telling.” 
Nov. 14, “How Greta learns Arithmetic” Nov. 21, Encourage Home 
Industry.” Nov. 28, “The Foundations of Poetry.” Fee for the course, 5/- 

Four Lectures, for nurses only. “ On the Care of Older Children, will be 
given by Miss H. Webb, M.B., at 1, Knaresbourgh Place, Cromwell Road, 
S.W., by the kindness of Mrs. Schloss, at 8 p.m. On Thursdays, 
Nov 22nd and 29th, and Mondays, Dec. 3rd and ioth.^ tee for the 
course, 5/-. Subjects, Nov. 22nd, “Food and Growth.”^ Nov. 29th, 
“ Dress and Exercise.’* Dec. 3rd, “ Formation of Habit Dec. 10th, 

“ Some difficult questions.” Tickets to be obtained from Miss Paterson, 
28, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Hampstead Branch.— Hon. Sec . : Mrs. C. Herbert-Smith, The 

Retreat, North End, Hampstead. The opening Meeting of the session 
was held on Oct. 17th, at The Hall, Crossfield Road (by the kindness o 
the Misses Allen-Olney). There was a good attendance. Prot. bully 
delivered a very interesting address on “Some Gaps in our now t ge 
of Children’s minds.” Dr. Abbott (chairman), Rev. A. K Cherrill, and 
Mr. H. Perrin took part in the discussion that followed. Meetings a 

announced for Nov. 21st and Dec. 12th. 

Arrangements are being made to hold a second course of lessons 
in “ Brush Drawing,” by Mr. E. Cooke, commencing after Christmas. 
Particulars of the Hon. Local Sec. 

Clapham.— Miss Bloxam, 29, Northside, Clapham Common, is making 
arrangements to start a branch in this neighbourhood, and will be glad to 
receive the names of any who are likely to be interested. 


